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Word Problems as Carriers of Cultural Values 
	 School	is	widely	regarded	as	one	of	the	primary	means	of	cultural	reproduc-
tion,	and	within	this	context,	our	mathematics	texts	play	a	large,	albeit	frequently	






































































	 To	 this	end,	a	 large	part	of	what	 I	 (and	my	participants)	contend	 to	be	 the	
insidiousness	of	cultural	reproduction	hinges	on	the	way	“normal”	is	portrayed	
and	presented.	Particular	 ideas	and	concepts	are	 framed	as	 typical,	and	 remain	
unchallenged	and	un-problematized.	There	is	a	pervasive	favoritism	of	what	I	call,	










































































ways	 the	 self	 is	 constructed	 through	 language,	 riffing	 from	 the	 conviction	 that	






















































































































	 The	 58	 participants	 in	 this	 effort	 identified	 180	 unique	mathematics	word	










































































































	 Several	other	participants	also	 identified	problems	 that,	without	naming	 it,	





	 Breakfast food  Calories
	 Plain	bagel	 	 195




	 Egg	 	 	 		75









































































	 Although	most	 participants	 described	 experiencing	 a	 series	 of	 epiphanies	
around	issues	of	social	 justice	education	and	the	subtle	ways	hegemonic	think-























































for	 creating	 a	more	 democratic	 and	 critical	 liberatory	 pedagogy	 (Freire,	 1982;	
Frankenstein,	2009).	The	initial	findings	from	this	research	suggest	that	given	a	
supportive	and	collaborative	forum,	educators	may	be	equipped	to	challenge	the	
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